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By GAYLORD SHAW . . - ‘

.. Assosiated Press Writer ‘

WASHINGTCH AP = From his bedroou in the middle of the nignt,
Presldent Nlxen ordered the word flashed to U.S.“military units -

- around the worlds - CGo to Deflon-3,

With 1ts cryptic milltaryese, the message placed the wen and
rachines of war on alert early Thursday,.flex1n$ Amerlcars
mllitary muscle in the tense arena of global voiltics where :
riscaleculation carries the danger of thermonuclear degtructicn. -

Presidentlal aldes say lixon ordered the nation’s armed forces -

~ tc ¥'Defenge Condition” Threes’® - z general military alert = after

recelving *%g0lid, substantial evidence?s that the Soviet Ynion

- was cansldering introducing troops in the war-{orn liddle Zast,

P TR

Leter, some critles would wonder aloud whether Lizen
overreacted, yertaps Influenced by a desirs to take the
natlonvg mind off Als Fatergate-related woes at home.

but a reconstruction of the 24 hours begimning at 4 Dellly

- Wednesday.show that Nixon and his advisers trsated the crisis .

28 a real one, - _
From administration officials, as well as cther officilal and

'5_ unofficial sources, comes an account with elements worthy of a -

Fletcher Xnebel novel = black limousines syeeding througn
degerted sitreets to a crowied situation roomj garly morning

~'tele§gone calls to the Zresident’s bvedroom, and coded messages

fleowing from the ladyrinth of the Pentagon,
A dlary of the crimgisi ,
It vegan late in the afternocon on a crisp, sunny autuun day

.. winen Soviet Ambassador Anstoly s Dobrinin arrived at

HBenry As Kissingers’s seventh-Tloor sui e at the State

Department,

The ampassador, a tall, smilinz man with rimless srectacles,
8tayed for imore than an hour, Precisely wmhat he dlsoussed wltn
the gecretary of state is still shrounded b secracys wul he
apparently relayed word thet the Xremlin strongly surpcrted
an Egipfian ayreal that the Soviet Union and United states
Bend 3rooys ‘to the .widdle Zast to supervise the cease~fire

_.a%reement the¥ had insxlred,
Th 8

~The United States oppcsed the 1dez, ;
Dobrynin left, but a few hours later nils limousine was svobted -
in the State Department’s basement rarking parage. It wasg :
belng used by a lower-~level Soviet embasgsy official 40 deliver
a forrzal megsapge from Koscow, ‘ R :
Contents of tge message, addressed to the rPresident, tul
harded to Kissingper, haven®t been offlclally released, but
Sen, denry i Jackscny D-Vash,, t0ll newsmen it warnsd
ffin brutal terminology’®?® that the Soviet inlon would
act alone 1 nscessary to police the cease-Fire bstiwmsan
Israel and her Arab enenigs. ,
=ene Jalle PFulbrisht, D-Ark., disazreed with Jacksenss
description. The message, he said, may have been couched in
u€g§%§ termws *4but frem what I lmcw it was not threatening, »»
Jgd4Cned oot 25
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. FASHINGTION Take 2 Dlary of A Crisis BJt a044wxs threatening., 440
\ ghativ?r 113 wording, the message from sioscow thickened the air
OL CTl31i8,. ' . . ’ ‘ ‘
Elssinger made another in his steady serles of telephone
- ¢calls .40 the Fresident, giaced a call to Israell Anbassador
- Simcha Dinitz, surmoned his top advigers and sent o series of
cahles t0 key embasslies In the troubled area. .
About six hours after Dobrynin strode into his office,
— rlssinger left the State Department and headed for the’
F.' . ¥nite House. o ‘ 3 |
s Cther limousines- hurried throu%h the qulet streets of
the capltal, carrying high level defense and intelligence
officlals to the white House, . T '
At his news conference Thursdays Klssinger sald the Iresident
Higt g sgecial meeting of the ihatlonal Seécurity Council last
rlght, at 3 a.m.,?? ordered that *‘‘certain yprecautionary
reasures*?® bhe taken. ' ‘
Sources sald that during a four-hour period beginning about
; 10 pele» there were a serles of Weetings in the White douse S
‘ Test Wing between Kissinger and offlclidls of the State and -
- Defense departments and Central Intelligence Agency. |
. _Kissinger was In constant telefhone contact with Hixca.
Flrally, after he and other senior cfficizals bad unanimously
agreed on recomnendations for action, he again telephoned
e rresident. ‘ : ' ‘ o o

Adccording to sources, Nixon had by then retired to hils bedroom.
It was from hie bedroom, the sources saild, that the President -
gave the offlcial order for the alert.,

The word was quickly dlispatched to the Hatlonal wiilitary Command
Center., From there 1% flashed tc units at howe and abroads -

. Go to DefCon-3. ' ' _

DefCon-% 214 not put the milltar{ con 2 war footing, It -

\ %rimarily meant leaves were canceled, men were ordsred to reiurn

0 thelr unlts and prerarations were made to move thew cut if
necessary. . ' : o o o

It 314 nave some dramatic aspects. : : \ E :

+ In Florida, highway trolmen were t¢ld not to halt cars
. 8peeding alrmen froh thelr resldences to Homestsad Alr
Force Dase. | | ' : L

Acroas the Atlantie, the aircralt carrier John ¥s Kennedy
w28 Ilngtructed to gteam into the ssditerransan.. -

In Europes UsBe troops statlioned in Fest Gerumany tock uyp
rositions along the sowcalled Fulda Gars an anclent invasion
route from Zastern Zurops. S ' E

As the military responied to the alert, a weary Hissinger
managed to get & few hours sleer. . : o

Flxen was up serlier than usual, arriving at his Ovsl (flice
welpre dawn. There, over coffee, he conferred wlth Kilssinger
velore poing 1o the Cabinet Room where 14 congreasional
1¢%%grs had gathered for a briefing. : S

. Jp4aBzed cet 28
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Seventy minutes later,” the %rim4face&lcongressmen £iled oy
through” the Test Zortico of he White Hougs, Newamern = many -
of themlawakaned;at.s 8ells #1th news of :
walting to firs & volley of quesgtlong, - S :
1% was, House Speaker Carl Albert responded, *ioniy g

3ut‘he'wouldnjt3respond when asked why precaut.ona_wéref;;; Lo

K ecidedleaSin er should BO through with a news conference

o wag :
~that had veen 8chedule before the crisis Tlared. and 1t

. a8t
- to
h

T vayps e 5908 mith the orisisng tripperes®ld
- weekend Liring of Speclal Watergatehfrcgecutor Architalg Coxe
‘ 8

. brink ana go abo e

"8 declded thaf Klxon shonig zaks a;public.appearance.*‘ SR
.48 reporters anj photOgrafhers watched,_ﬂixon~and Kissinger

e%Eed from the Fest Portico ang strollegd up;the'drivanay,
e Secretarysg waltin limousine, =~ 7 S ' e
. Then, Blxon sprinted up the steep‘fliggt.of sialrs to hig sulte

1In the Executive Office Bullding,” S o ~
Hdis rapig ace was 1in markeg cantragt to & scene un wonday

;_.when tha_Eres1dent‘climbed the same stairg &t slow,.almost”
.penderous pace, o T ¥ - SLHEOS

On Monday, Eixon'was,heading tchiﬂhldeawagasgéte to cdnteﬁplafe‘

Gn~Thursday, Nlxon  was heading to ldeaway syits ta.centemplat&'
wafs to cops with an internstignal Crisis - g crigis he clearly’.
-fe t'more:comfortable with, . . : o -
Four hours later, gugt a8 Nixon sought, the United Nations .
-ed-unanimeusly 1o dispateh a Peacekeepingy -
any rorces from ;herboviet.unicn \

force to the Mideasﬁ =~ minus

from the Gvay Office onto the Seuth Lagn, TR L
There; as the afternocn sun Slanted through.towering-treesﬁ; o
Burned ‘range and gold with auturm, theﬁ-walked in quiet

conversatlon about the day they moved g nogt to the :
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